
CHESAPEAKE CITY 

ELEMENTARY SCHOOL 
Mr. Alan Loman, Principal 

Mrs. Ashlee Groce, Assistant Principal 
  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Happy second marking period! It seems we just started school and now we are already starting the 

second marking period. Where does time go? Overall, we have had a great start to the school year 

and all of the students are working hard. It’s great to walk around the building and see the students 

engaged in learning and trying their best. I am looking forward to seeing this continue into the next 

marking period.  

The start of the second marking period brings with it the beginning of the budget development for the 

2018 fiscal year.  The process of putting together our budget begins with collecting information from 

all of our stakeholders. For me, the most important stakeholders are you, our parents. The brief 

survey that was sent home with your child, gives you the opportunity to share your thoughts, ideas, 

and opinions about the budgetary needs of our school. Please complete the survey and return it to 

school with your child. I will take all of this information into consideration as I create the budget. Once 

I submit the budget to the School Board, the Board creates a budget for the entire system and then 

submits it to the Cecil County Executive who will determine how much funding our school system will 

receive. The County Executive will present his proposed budget in the spring. Our County Executive 

was as supportive as he could be with last year’s budget but it continues to be important for parents 

to share with the County Executive and the members of the County Council your thoughts about 

supporting the school system. Your input is critical as they consider how much to fund CCPS.  

As we continue through the year, I want to encourage you to always keep the lines of communication 

open between home and school. If you ever have questions or concerns, please contact your child’s 

teachers, and if need be, schedule a conference so that you can have time to talk about your child’s 

progress. Parent-teacher conferences can be a call any time during the year and we have set aside 

the second Wednesday afternoon of each month so teachers can be available.  

As always, thank you for your continued support as we work to make our “Canal Diggers” the best 

students they can be.  

Alan C. Loman, 
Principal 
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Pre-Kindergarten 
Pre-K has been very busy learning in these first 

couple months of school! We have been learning all 

about how to be safe in school, 

how to be kind to others, and 

how to be the best students we 

can be. We’ve had a fun 

introduction to numbers and 

shapes in Math. We’ve been 

learning the letters of the alphabet and their 

sounds in Language Arts. We have also recently 

started learning about our Alphafriends and we are 

very excited! Check your child’s folder for our 

weekly Alphafriend craft and ask him/her to tell you 

all about that Alphafriend.  In the upcoming weeks, 

we will continue to learn about our Alphafriends 

and also learn more about the fall season and other 

fall themed topics. 

Make sure your child is wearing the appropriate 

outerwear (coats, jackets, etc.) to school.  We go 

out to recess every day that the weather permits 

and students should be bundled up if needed. 

Please send in a new change of clothes for your 

child appropriate to the fall/winter season, by 

Thanksgiving, if you have not already done so. 

When you send in a new set of clothes, I will be 

sure to send home the current ones that are here 

at school.   

Please continue to work with 

your child at home with writing 

their name and also identifying 

the letters and their sounds 

using the study sheets I have 

provided. 

As always, if you have any questions or concerns 

please don't hesitate to contact me through email 

or with a phone call to school!  

Miss Maier 

Kindergarten 
We had an awesome trip to Coleman’s and perfect 
weather! Thank you for all the parents who joined 
us for the day!  The fall weather has been 
awesome! We will continue to go outside for recess 
every day, so please dress appropriately for the 
cooler weather. This is a great time for students to 
practice putting on their own coat and zipping 
it. Please label your child’s coats, sweaters, 
and hoodies. We often have coats and 
hoodies that are left in the classroom and 
students cannot identify who they 
belong to.   

All of the kindergartners have adjusted well to 
school and the new routines.  In the second 
marking period, we will continue to identify the 
letters and their sounds and practice forming them 
correctly.  The students have been working hard at 
reading their new sight words. Our goal is to be 
able to read 100 sight words by the end of the 
school year. We will continue to have review weeks 
to study assigned words and a week of testing to 
allow students an opportunity to get in word clubs 
and earn a prizes for successfully reading all tested 
words. They recently tested for the 5 word club 
and in a few week will try to get in the 25 word 
club. Please continue to practice these words at 
home along with your daily reading. In math, the 
students will identify, describe and compare 
different shapes. Students will begin to receive 
grades this marking period. We are looking forward 
to a great second marking period.  

 Mrs. Messing and Mrs. Wallendorf 

1st Grade 
Our First Graders have really “stepped up to the 
plate” and are batting for a championship 
marking period!  Many new skills will be 
introduced in the next few months, so cheer 
on your First Grader!  To help your child 
train for a good school day, make sure 
he/she gets plenty of sleep, has a 
good breakfast, is organized at home 
with a place to read and do 
homework, and has a particular place for his/her 
school papers and backpack.

SSttuuffff  ttoo  KKnnooww  SSttuuffff  ttoo  KKnnooww  



To make it to first base, your child will be learning 
about ways to demonstrate citizenship at school, 
home and in his/her community.  The students will 
understand the importance of showing citizenship 
traits such as respect, responsibility, and honesty.  
They will understand that rules and laws are often 
for their safety and the safety of others. 

Getting to second base will include the 
understanding that the world is a diverse place full 
of many unique cultures. Students will explore the 
different elements that make up a culture and 
compare their culture with others.  The students 
will talk about their family’s celebrations, traditions, 
food and styles of music. 

Third base skills will include using strategies for 
subtraction facts to 20, working with addition and 
subtraction equations, representing and 
interpreting data, extending the counting sequence 
and understanding place value in Math. 

To make it to the home stretch, the children will 
learn many skills in English Language Arts –making 
connections to the text read, inferring, sequencing 
and summarizing stories, monitoring and clarifying 
what is read and building reading fluency.  To 
make it a home run, the children will be writing an 
informative/explanatory text in which they name a 
topic, supply some facts about the topic and 
provide some sense of closure. 

These are just a few of the steps 
they’ll take this marking period in 
their quest for success.  We feel 
confident that our “World Series” 
First Graders will be champions! 

Mrs. Lemerand and Mrs. Laramore 

 

2nd Grade 
We are in full swing!  The students have adjusted 
nicely to the routine of second grade and all of the 
different groups we work in every day.  We can 
already see progress in all areas. 

We are moving forward with the reading program, 
Bookworms.  We start our day with English 
Language Arts (ELA). In this block, we read to the 
students both fiction and nonfiction books that are 
above a second grade reading level. We introduce 
vocabulary words and ask questions while we are 
reading. We model active reading strategies while 

we read. Students answer a 
journal prompt at the end of 

the lesson. We then move 
into our Shared Reading 

experience.  Students are 
working on building fluency 

with these books by reading while I am reading 
and then rereading with their partner.  When they 
are reading with a partner it is important for the 
students to track the other person’s reading. The 
next block of reading is Differentiated Instruction 
(DI).  This is the block where students are grouped 
with other students according to their needs.  The 
groups are reassessed every 3 weeks to make sure 
all students are receiving the appropriate 
instruction.   

We will continue to write as much as possible. The 
students are responding to prompts about what we 
have read that morning during the Differentiated 
Block while at their seats. We 
have been working with the 
students to RACE – Restate 
the question in their own 
words and give an Answer. 
We are now working on 
Citing evidence from the book to 
support their answer.  In third grade the students 
will be introduce to the E in RACE. We will continue 
to practice writing in math and social studies this 
coming marking period.  There will be two units of 
writing this marking period. We will write a 
narrative piece.  We will also write a research piece 
on Native Americans. We will work with students 
on the parts of a paragraph, topic sentences, 
transition words, and the different types of 
sentences.   

In math we will begin this marking period with 
learning to subtract within 100 using different 
strategies.  In the next unit the students will be 
subtracting within 100 fluently, which means the 
students should be able to use the different 
strategies and be able to solve problems efficiently.  
The students will then tackle word problems 
involving both addition and subtraction.  The word 
problems will be one-step and two-step word 
problems.  After the unit assessment, the students 
will begin to work with time and money. 

In social studies, we will be covering two units.  
The first unit is about citizenship.  We will be 
learning about being a responsible and respectful 
citizen, the difference between rules and laws, 
government and its leaders, and the symbols of the 



United States.  In the second unit, we will be 
building our geography skills as we investigate 
maps, atlases, and globes.  We will learn about the 
important parts of maps and how they help us to 
find a specific location.  Students will also be 
learning about the different regions and landforms.   

As the students continue to work hard in school, 
please remember to have students practice these 

skills at home.  They should be reading 30 
minutes a night, 15 
minutes independently and 
for 15 minutes an adult 
should be reading to 

them.  Please make sure they are tracking while 
you are reading. This will help to improve their 
fluency rate with their eyes. The math homework 
has examples at the top of the page if it is from the 
math book to help refresh the students’ memory 
and also to help the parents, if needed.  There is 
an icon on the page that would allow you to watch 
a video about the strategy that could be of used if 
you downloaded the app at open house. If you 
have any questions or concerns, please send us an 
email or contact us at school. 

Mrs. Bouldin, Mrs. Pierce & Mrs. Shives 
 

3rd Grade 
During our ELA blocks, the Third Grade students 
will continue to practice routines for English 
Language Arts and Shared Reading. Our titles this 
marking period are a mixture of fiction and non-
fiction.  We will read Because of Winn Dixie as our 
fictional piece. The non-fiction books are about soil 
and rocks & minerals.  The last book we will read is 
by Jean Fritz, entitled And then what happened, 
Paul Revere?  Our writing will continue to be part 
of the new English Language Arts block.  We will 
work on writing informative pieces and book 
reviews.  My read aloud books are very interesting 
this marking period, some are fables and tall tales, 
where others are science and weather related.  
Please remember to read for 20 minutes every 
night.  Starting this marking period, spelling words 
will no longer be syllable patterns, they will now be 
our vocabulary words.  It is very important that all 
students do their spelling homework to prepare for 
the Friday spelling test. 

Our Social Studies units will focus upon 
communities.  The students will learn how the 
structure and function of a community impacts 
groups and individuals, how community members 

cooperate to solve problems and protect their 
environment, and the roles of citizens in their 
communities.  Following this study we will take a 
closer look at the Amish community.  We will 
identify the community structures of the Amish. 

The students will continue to use skip counting and 
patterns to multiply and divide during the Second 
Marking Period.  They will also learn how to find 
the area of simple rectangular and irregular shapes, 
and how to use properties and strategies to add 
and subtract within one thousand. 

Mrs. Cline and Mrs. Strauss 

4th Grade 

We have accomplished a lot so far this year in 
Language Arts! We have completed two novels, a 
book about the feud between Thomas Jefferson 
and John Adams, and another about the 
Greensboro Sit Ins. This marking period, we are 
ready to jump into some great new selections. 
Most of Shared Reading instruction will focus on a 
historical fiction novel set in Jamestown in 1607 
titled, “Blood on the River”. Toward the end of the 
marking period, we will read a book about world 
history called, “Can’t You Make Them Behave, King 
George?” In ELA, we will read “My Life in Dog 
Years” and “Hatchet” by Gary Paulsen. We will also 
write our first research paper about natural 
disasters! The students and I are excited to embark 
on a brand new language arts adventure full of 
exciting and engaging texts! 

As we move into the second 
marking period, we will continue to 
work on multiplication and division.  
So, continue studying facts at home! 
The students are becoming very 
efficient on the EnVision website and 
are able to navigate through various 

activities that are implemented online.  They 
love to complete practice problems using the 
Practice Buddy for each lesson and they can play 
games that help with specific skills.  

The students will be wrapping up their 
multiplication topic on 2-digit numbers.  Then we 
will move into strategies and properties to divide by 
1-digit numbers.   Later in the marking period, we 
will focus on factors and multiples before 
progressing on to fraction equivalence, ordering, 
and understanding addition and subtraction of 



fractions.  It would be very beneficial for students 
to practice math facts at home with flashcards, 
mad minutes, or an app.  This is great groundwork 
for our upcoming topics to make proficient 
mathematicians in class. 

The students have really worked hard this past 
marking period in science.  They have enjoyed 
learning about plants, animals and body systems.  
As we move into the second marking period, we 
will shift our focus onto Social Studies.  We will 
begin by looking at the regions of the United States 
and the characteristics of each region.  We will 
then narrow our focus to 
Maryland.  We will learn 
about the regions of 
Maryland and why it is 
often called “America in 
Miniature”.    We will then 
move into Early American 
Culture of Maryland.  Students will 
study how the early American survived and the 
interactions between the colonists and the Native 
Americans as well as the influence they had on 
each other. 

Mrs. Wescoat and Mrs. Griffie 
 

5th Grade 

 
Happy fall!  In our ELA blocks, students are loving 
the plots and are highly engaged with their texts.  
They are composing high quality written responses 
in all of their blocks! During the 2nd Marking Period, 
students will read The Flu of 1918, Rats Arounds 
Us, A Single Shard and O What is That Sound? 
during Interactive Reading.  During the Shared 
Reading block students will experience an 
informative text unit on volcanoes, oceans and the 

sun and read The Westing 
Game.  Please continue to 
make reading part of your daily 
family routine and encourage 
your child to read, read, read!  

In Math, students are having great success with 
their individual accounts and assignments that 
provide remediation and extension.  Ask your child 
to share with you their online enVision Pearson 
Realize account.  Here you can view the Practice 
Buddies, Quick Checks and games utilized during 
instruction.  Topics for the upcoming marking 
period include using models and strategies to 
divide decimals and whole numbers, using 

equivalent fractions to add and subtract fractions 
and applying understanding of 
multiplication in order to multiply 
fractions.  These four topics will 
be assessed comprehensively at 
the end of the marking period.  
In addition, students will 
complete their mid-year NWEA 
MAP assessment.  This will be the final 
administration of this assessment this year.  Please 
look for these results to come home at the end of 
the marking period and be sure to reflect upon 
their progress, goals and successes! 

Two Social Studies units, Exploration and 
Colonization, will be covered during the 2nd Marking 
Period.  During our first unit of study, we will 
concentrate on the East encountering and 
interacting with a variety of Native Peoples. 
Students will learn about the many different 
explorers who arrived in what is now known as 
North America. Students will identify reasons for 
exploration and factors that made exploration 
challenging. Students will search for answers to 
questions such as; What were key events that led 
to the exploration and settlement of the Americas? 
What were the goals of the North 
American Explorers? What were 
the results of the interactions 
between the Europeans and the 
Native American peoples? The 
second unit of study, Colonization, 
is about the establishment of new 
territories to fulfill the needs of a 
mother country and its people.  Students will 
examine how England’s desire for new resources 
and wealth drove the colonization of the New 
World, how geographic characteristics determined 
the culture and lifestyle of the colonists and how 
compromises or conflict affected the common good 
and the formation of the colonies.  Students will 
have two summative unit assessments during the 
marking period. 

As we approach the season of giving thanks and 
spreading joy, we continue to appreciate the time 
you spend supporting your child’s education by 
administering and signing spelling pretests and 
supporting math homework.  We thank you for 
your continued support and wish you and your 
family happiness as we head into the holiday 
season! 

Mr. Rash and Mrs. Steiner



Winter is coming and so are winter colds and other 
illnesses that attack young children.  You don’t 
want your child to miss school; but neither do you 
want to send a sick child to school and endanger 
him or her and other children as well.  When 
should your child stay home from school?  Here are 
a few guidelines to follow: 

-a runny nose, or “leaky faucet”, is the way many 
children respond to pollen, dust, chalk, or simply a 
change of season.  If it isn’t a common cold, then 
it’s an allergy and allergies aren’t contagious.  
Don’t keep the child home. 

-a bad cough or cold symptoms can indicate a 
severe cold, bronchitis, flu, or even pneumonia.  
Some children suffer one cold after another all 
winter long and a run-of-the-mill cold should not 
be a reason to miss school.  But if your child is not 
acting himself, has difficulty breathing or is 
dehydrated, it could be serious.  Check with your 
doctor right away. 

-diarrhea and vomiting make children very 
uncomfortable and being near a bathroom 
becomes a top priority.  If your child has repeated 
episodes of diarrhea and vomiting, accompanied by 
fever, a rash, or general weakness, consult a doctor 
and keep your child out of school until the illness 
passes.  However, a single episode of diarrhea or 
even vomiting unaccompanied by any other 
symptoms may not be reason enough for the child 
to miss school.  Please make sure all emergency 
numbers are current in case the episode recurs and 
the school needs to contact you. 

-fever is an important symptom; when it occurs 
along with a sore throat, an earache, nausea, 
listlessness, or a rash, your child may be carrying 
something very contagious.  Keep children home 
during the course of a fever and for an additional 
24 hours after the fever has passed. 

-strep throat and scarlet fever are two highly 
contagious conditions caused by a streptococcal 
(bacterial) infection.  They usually arrive with a 
sore throat and high fever.   Some 12 to 48 hours 
after onset of scarlet fever, a rash will also appear.  
A child with either strep throat or scarlet fever 
should be kept home and treated with antibiotics, 
as prescribed by a physician.  After 24 hours on 
antibiotic, a child is usually no longer contagious 
and may with a doctor’s permission, return to 
school. 

-conjunctivitis or pink eye is highly contagious and 
uncomfortable, so take heed when your child 
complains of an eye or eyes burning, itching, and 
producing a whitish discharge.  Minor cases 
(caused by a virus) and severe cases (caused by 
bacteria) require treatment with prescription eye 
drops.  Keep your child home until your doctor says 

it’s all right to return and the child has been on 
medication for 24 hours. 

-ear infections are also contagious and unless 
properly treated, can cause permanent hearing 
damage.  Follow the 24-hour rule for fever and 
antibiotic therapy. 

-lice, once brought into a home or school, can 
quickly produce an epidemic of wide scale itching 
and scratching.  Lice are tiny parasites that thrive 
on the warm, damp, scalps of children.  Caution 

your child against sharing anybody else’s combs 
and brushes or clothing, especially hats.  If your 
child becomes a “host” to lice, keep them home 
and contact the school nurse for the most effective 
way to disinfect your child, and all the child’s toys 
and bedding. 

TOO SICK FOR SCHOOL 

Submitted by Barbara Orr 
Substitute School Nurse 

 



Media News 
Please help your child remember to return his/her library book each week. Set up a safe place for him/her to 

store his/her book where siblings and pets cannot get to them. A great place to keep the book when it is not 

being read is your child’s book bag. Overdue notices will be sent home at the end of each month. The cost for 

replacement is on the overdue notice. 

December 1 - December 7, our school will have the Scholastic Book Fair. The book fair will be open to students 

during their library class. Please send in monies in a baggie so we can return the change. Don’t forget, we live in 

Maryland and are required by law to charge 6% sales tax. Please add this amount to 

monies you send in. 

Shopping schedule during media classes: 

 December 1: Mrs. Bouldin’s class, Ms. Maier’s class, and Mrs. Messing’s class 

 December 4: Mr. Rash’s class, Mrs. Strauss’s class, Mrs. Lemerand’s class, and 

Mrs. Wescoat’s class 

 December 6: Mrs. Shives’ class, Mrs. Wallendorf’s class, Mrs. Steiner’s class, Mrs. Powers’ class, and 

Mrs. Griffie’s class 

 December 7: Mrs. Cline’s class, Mrs. Laramore’s class, and Mrs. Pierce’s class 

Additionally, the book fair will be open December 1, during the PTO’s Holiday Extravaganza for your shopping 

enjoyment. The book fair is a great place to find great holiday gifts and support our media center, so we can 

purchase additional books for the students.  

Finally, you will be able to shop via the Internet from the comfort of your own computer…. November 25 - 

December 8. More details coming soon!  

If you would like to assist with the book fair, please contact Mrs. Mellott or Mrs. Wooddell at 410-885- 2085. 

If you were unable to attend Back to School Night, and are interested in home access usernames and passwords 

for the digital databases to which CCPS subscribes, please contact Mrs. Mellott or Mrs. Wooddell. We will share 

these valuable access codes with you on a paper bookmark that you can hang on the fridge. 
Mrs. Wooddell and Mrs. Mellott 

 

RReeiinnddeeeerr  RRuunn  22001177  

 

This year, CCES will hold a Reindeer Run on Tuesday, December 12, 2017.   The Reindeer 

Run is an annual Community Service activity, in which students bring at least one NON-

PERISHABLE FOOD ITEM to school.  The items that we collect will be donated to the 

Chesapeake City Ecumenical Association’s food pantry. Students may begin to bring in 

food items on Friday, December 1!  As a celebration of their kindness and generosity, 

students will have the opportunity to participate in a fun run!  

 

Students will participate in the Reindeer Run at the following times: 

 

9:05 – Grade 4 and Pre-K   9:55 – Grade 5 

10:45 – Grade 3    12:55 – Grade 2 

1:45 – Grade 1    2:30 – Kndg. 



 

 

 

 
 
 

Red Ribbon Week 

We had a great time celebrating this special week together!  Students showed support every day for wanting 
to grow up with healthy choices and friendships. We also did a great job with our first food drive collection for 
the local food pantry. 
 
PBIS 
 
Our school continues to “Dig Into Learning” with great success.  Our students and staff are currently walking 
the walk and talking the talk of being Kind, Safe and Ready while in the classroom, on the bus, in the cafeteria, 
and on the playground.  We have lots to celebrate! Students have fun earning GOTCHA cards to trade in for 
classroom privileges and prizes.  Students are also entered into our weekly Digger Of The Week and Digger 
Market raffles for even more positive recognition.  At the end of November, in celebration of students’ 
positive behaviors during the first marking period,  we will be having a special assembly, The YOJO Show, paid 
for in part by our PTO sponsored Boo Gram fundraiser.  Thank you for supporting our PTO!   
 
Guidance News 
 
Classroom guidance is well under way.  We have been working on identifying feelings, building self-esteem 
and confidence, and kindness and friendship skills.  
 
Small group guidance sessions have begun!  Parents whose children are invited to participate will receive a 
notice from me via their child.  Students chosen to be part of small group counseling have been selected 
through parent referral, teacher referral, or student interest.  Not all children will be participating in small 
group guidance.  If you are concerned about your child’s participation in small group, please notify Mrs. 
Marino. 
 
As always, please encourage your child to “fill out a slip” if they would like to discuss anything with me in 
private.  I will then meet with them during a time that is convenient in their schedule.  If you would like to 
speak with me about concerns you have regarding your child, I am more than happy to listen and help in any 
way.  I’m just a phone call (410.885.2085) or email (tmarino@ccps.org) away! 

 
 

Mrs. Marino 
School Counselor 
 

 

mailto:tmarino@ccps.org


2018 HOLIDAY HELP – PLEASE READ CAREFULLY  

As the holiday season quickly approaches, I would like to invite families who may need some support 

to please complete the form on the bottom of this page as soon as possible and return it to me.  

Every effort will be made to provide the children in your family with 2-3 items on their list.  It is 

difficult for me to determine which families may need assistance and which families are in a better 

financial situation from year to year, so please complete the form on the bottom of this page to 

receive support with your holiday needs.  All correspondence will be confidential.  Once I receive your 

form, I will contact you to finalize any wish lists items and to arrange for pick-up of items the week of 

Dec. 17th.  Thank you in advance for your cooperation! 

Mrs. Telsche Marino, 
School Counselor 
410.885.2085 
tmarino@ccps.org 
 
 

Please fill out and return bottom portion to Mrs. Marino by Friday, NOVEMBER 16th.  
================================================================================== 

 

 

Family Name      Phone or Email Contact     

Would you like food items as well?           

1.  Child Name          Age/Grade   

 Wish List             

 If clothing is needed, please list item and size         

 

2.  Child Name          Age/Grade   

 Wish List             

 If clothing is needed, please list item and size         

 

3.  Child Name          Age/Grade   

 Wish List             

 If clothing is needed, please list item and size         

             

mailto:tmarino@ccps.org


 



 



 


